
Curriculum and Communications Committee
May 27, 2021
4:30-4:49 PM

Centennial Middle School Cafeteria

Minutes

Call to Order
Mr. Kennedy called the meeting to order at 4:30 PM.

Attendance:
C&C Members present- Katherine Barnes, Karen Fisher, Sarah Jones, Eric Kennedy, Lisa

Kudwa, Terry McCreight, Ray Metcalf, Dan Schwegler, Jennifer
Urtel, Lisa Welch, Monica Zuzow

Other staff present- Kelley Engblom, Kelly Gallagher

C&C Members absent- Mary Smothers, Brian Toth

Public Comments
None.

Approval of Minutes
Mrs. McCreight made a motion to approve the minutes from the May 6, 2021 meeting.  Mrs.
Jones seconded the motion.  The minutes were unanimously approved.

New Business
● Mrs. Kudwa reviewed the major changes to the middle school codes of

conduct/handbook for 2021-22.  These included:
○ Brian Toth will be listed as the Title IX coordinator.
○ The attendance information regarding how truancy cases are handled will be

printed in the handbooks moving forward.
○ Discipline actions for instances of nicotine, drug, alcohol and drug paraphernalia

used to be listed in policies.  Now that they are not, that language is moving into
the handbooks. There is no change in our disciplinary practices just making sure
the information is readily accessible to families and students.

○ Middle schools amended their dress code to indicate that shirt or dress straps
needed to be 2 inches wide since the old language of "4 fingers wide" wasn't
consistent between students.

Dan Schwegler asked about the wrestling team being removed from the list of athletic
programs offered.  Mrs. Kudwa clarified that this is not a change in practice, we haven’t
had a middle school team in several years.  This was just cleaning up a sport from the
list since it had not been removed previously.
Lisa Welch asked for clarification on the tank top width.  Mrs. Gallagher shared that the
previous guidelines of “4 fingers wide” meant tank tops had to be wider for some
students than others and there was confusion about the measurement.  The new
language of 2 inches wide is less subjective.
There were no suggestions or concerns.



● Mrs. Kudwa reviewed the changes for the high school codes of conduct as well.  She
explained that the different division of responsibilities within each office at the high
schools meant the attendance procedures (such as where to go when you are late) is
different for each high school.  As a result, there are two slightly different handbooks but
nearly all the information is identical.  Additionally, the Board members were previously
listed at the beginning of the handbooks.  We will now refer people to the website for that
information.  Handbooks print in late June so in years where we have a November
election, the information is obsolete for much of the year.
There were no concerns and one suggestion.
Sarah Jones suggested that college visits and job shadow opportunities be listed as an
excused absence.  She believed some families do not realize this is currently allowed as
an excused absence.  Mrs. Kudwa agreed to take that suggestion back to the high
school principals.

● Kelley Engblom shared about the grades K and science materials purchase.  This is a
continuation of the alignment the district has already had in place for grades 2-5.  Due to
the state mandated kindergarten readiness assessment, kindergarten will only be
purchasing one new unit of study for next year, and then will keep some of their current
units of study for an additional year.  First grade is purchasing their full units of study.
Lisa Welch asked if the standard of two kits per unit per school is still being used.  Mrs.
Engblom shared that it was.  This allows the teachers to rotate the kits between them
and is a significant cost savings to the district. Mrs. Engblom also answered Ms.
Welch’s additional questions about the kindergarten roll out for their new science units
and how the units will be rolled out over two years instead of one.

● Mrs. Kudwa asked Mrs. Gallagher to share about the proposed middle school academic
and SEL support class, which is being piloted next fall.  Mrs. Gallagher shared that the
class will replace an elective course for students and will improve study, advocacy and
organizational skills for students while supplementing academic instruction.  A section
will be run for each of the three grades with about 15-20 students per section.  Students
are invited to join the class but it is not mandatory.
Ms. Welch asked if this was a semester or trimester course.  It was clarified that it is a
semester course but that students could opt to continue in the course for the full year if it
is beneficial to them.

Old Business
None.

Other
None.

Public Comments
None.

Motion to Adjourn
Mr. Kennedy adjourned the meeting at 4:49 PM.



Future Meeting Dates-
None scheduled at this time. A schedule for 2021-22 will be released in the fall.


